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It’s Not About The Toys 

James 1:9-12 

 

Sermon Summary 

Our culture has a “He who dies with the most toys wins” mentality. We love our money and the stuff money buys. 

And our culture has lied to us by telling us that if you have all the toys then you are a winner and if you don’t 

have the toys then you are a loser. James’ readers were living in a similar culture to ours. The “haves” were 

considered winners and were treated differently and the “have nots” were losers who existed to make life easy for 

the winners. James wrote to correct their view of wealth and call his readers to an eternal perspective 

 

Diving Into The Message 

1. In general, how does our culture view people who do not have degrees, titles, wealth, and the things wealth 

can bring?   

2. In his paradoxical plea for “the brother of humble circumstances to glory in his high position,” what was 

James calling poverty-stricken believers to consider?  

3. What is the “high position” we have in Christ and how should it shape the way we view ourselves and our 

position in our world? 

4. What are the assets, traits, or characteristics that our culture strives for, respects and values in others? 

What does our culture say about people who have accumulated those assets, traits, or characteristics? 

5. In verse 10, James said, “the rich man is to glory in his humiliation.” He was building off a teaching found 

in Jeremiah 9:23-24. Based on that Old Testament passage, what did James mean when he told the rich to 

“glory in his humiliation?” If we indeed gloried in our humiliation, how would that change the way we 

view the assets, traits, and characteristics our culture values? 

6. James’ solution for both the rich and the poor is the same: only the eternal matters. How should this truth 

shape the way we think about our aspirations, accumulations, status? 

7. What are some of the uniquenesses about our culture today that seems to make the anti-biblical, cultural 

message about wealth and status louder and harder to escape? How can we protect ourselves from these 

uniquenesses? 

8. What is one take-away from today’s message and how will you apply it to your life to ensure you adopt a 

biblical view of wealth and status? 

Prayer Action 

1. Pray that we would adopt a biblical worldview about wealth and status and would use what we have for 

the Lord’s glory. 

2. Pray for our upcoming “Love Your World” projects. Ask the Lord to open doors through our work that 

will allow us to share the Gospel.  


