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Sermon Summary 
When it comes to people, we should never judge a book by its cover. By that I mean, we should 
never evaluate them based upon how they look or what they have. Playing favorites because 
of external appearance or material possessions is unwise and unscriptural. Evidently James’ 
readers were judging books by their cover and making value assessments based upon that 
judgment. It seems that both people of status and people of poverty, which most of his readers 
were, were coming to the service and were being treated differently. The people of status were 
being shown favoritism, while the people of poverty were dismissed as unimportant and 
insignificant. After illustrating what it might look like to judge a book by its cover, James 
explained why we should not judge a book by its cover.  
 
Diving Into The Message 

1. When we show favoritism to people because of how they look of what they have, we 
live contrary to the grace of God. How does James make this point? 

2. Regardless of our status, skin color, or financial standing, all people are the same. Read 
Ephesians 2:1-10 and discuss how we are all the same? What are some implications 
because of this sameness? When we reject this sameness and treat people differently, 
what are we saying to the Lord? 

3. James mentions that for his readers, playing favorites was usually born out of an evil 
motive. What was that evil motive for his readers? 

4. Our exact motive today may not be the same, but any motive that leads us to show 
favoritism based upon appearance, standing, or status is evil. What might be some 
motives in the church today and in what specific ways have you seen it played out or 
have you yourself played it out? 

5. James was clear that playing favorites contradicts the teaching of Jesus. What specific 
teaching did He have in mind and how does favoritism contradict it? 

6. BBC seems to be a church that loves its members well. Is it possible to love each other 
well, but still violate the “royal law?” How?  

7. What is one take-away from today’s message and how will you apply it to your life? 

Prayer Action 
1. Pray we will be a church and people that shows no favoritism and loves all people well. 

2. Pray our church membership will be patient and understanding as we begin the slow 
process of reopening. 

3. Pray God stop the spread of COVID-19 and receive the glory for doing so. 


