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Sermon Summary 
Followers of Christ are born again by grace through faith, apart from works (Ephesians 
2:8, 9). There is nothing we can do to earn salvation and we certainly don’t deserve it 
because of our falsely perceived innate goodness. Salvation in through faith in Jesus 
Christ and Jesus Christ alone! Yet, works play a vital role in our salvation. Works don’t 
make us right with God, but they prove we are right with Him. James’ readers had fallen 
for the ancient philosophy/theology called antinomianism (this belief taught that if you 
are truly right with God, then your actions don’t really matter). He wrote to correct their 
doctrinal mistake and explain to them that works are important because they prove or 
disprove a real faith. In short, a lack of works born out of faith proves that faith is dead. 
 

Diving Into The Message 
1. In describing a dead faith, James uses two very important words: “see” and “say.” 

Why are these words so important in identifying a dead faith? 
 

2. In Romans 10:13 Paul says, “whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be 
saved,” but James teaches that just saying you have faith is not enough. Are Paul 
and James in disagreement about the role of verbal confession for faith? If not, 
then what is James talking about?  

 

3. James teaches that a dead faith is a faith that makes a boastful claim, but lacks 
compassion. Certainly, that is true, but James wasn’t being prescriptive as much 
as he was descriptive. What other missing character traits from a person’s life 
could mark a dead faith? 

 

4. Obviously, believing correctly about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, salvation, and 
other essential doctrines is important. Many of the New Testament books were 
written to correct faulty beliefs. But James says that simply having a correct belief 
isn’t enough to create a living faith. How does James illustrate this? 

 

5. What are some essential beliefs that people cling to prove they are really saved, 
but in the end, may not be? For the person that has the proper belief, but still has 
a dead faith, what is the defining mark? 

 

6. James uses two Old Testament illustrations to show how a proper belief will lead 
to real life change? What are the illustrations and what was the real change? 

 

7. Can you think of everyday real-life changes that should take place in the life of a 
person who has a living faith? Based on what you see in your own life, would you 
say your faith if living or dead? 

 

8. What is one take-away from today’s message and how will you apply it to your life? 
Prayer Action 
1. Pray we will be a people of God that has a “show it faith” for God’s glory. 
2. Pray for a smooth transition as we prepare to re-gather in worship. 
3. Pray God stop the spread of COVID-19 and receive the glory for doing so. 


